Preparing the Frame Head for A-Arm installation

Step 1

Grind away approximately 1/8” of material for the support tubes to clear the frame head. (See Picture. The same is for the Ball Joint Head))fig 1
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fig.1

Step 2

Remove the brake line supports on both sides at the base of the pan. You may also want to remove a portion of the pan to make clearance for the rack and pinion dust boots to clear as necessary. Save the brake line supports and reattach at a good location later. fig2


[image: image2.wmf]3

.

0

0

0

"

3

.

5

0

0

"

5

.

2

5

0

"

Cutaway for Boot Clearance

fig2

Step 3

Locate and mark a location 5 ¼” forward of the “Firewall” and 1 ¾” up from the pan. 

(As shown in picture) Then drill a ¼” diameter pilot hole and follow with a 2” diameter hole saw. Wear gloves and proper safety gear when doing this as the metal produces sharp edges. Be aware that there is a 2nd wall to go through on each side of the head. 

fig 3
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 fig 3

Step 4

Insert the Rack and pinion unit through the frame head as shown in the picture. Place the rack on the aluminum supports that were provided. Line up the rack parallel to the “firewall” at 5 ¼” inches to the racks centerline. Make sure the pinion side is as close as possible to the tunnel. Use a 1/4'’ transfer punch to mark a location for the mount. Remove the rack and pinion and drill a 5/16” clearance hole on that marked location.

Re-install the rack and repeat this process until all 4 holes are in their proper place. There may be some old sealing compound that will need to be removed for the rack mounts to set properly or shimming may be necessary. fig 4
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 fig 4

Step 5

Mount the a-arm assembly onto the frame head using the 4 original bolts the front of the new head and the 2 bolts where the body and pan meet at the ends of the “firewall”. The upper a-arm tube and then be attached to the front body lift or firewall with the tabs that were provided. You’ll need to mark and drill a ½” hole and attach. Spacers may be necessary depending on your application. This tube-in-tube should be welded or a hole for a bolt should be put through the two tubes as necessary for the structure to become solid to the rest of the frame head. fig 5
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 fig 5

Step 6

Assemble the rack and pinion with the steering arms tightened a mount to the frame head. Push on dust boots and tie rod ends. Connect to spindle assembly. Adjust as necessary.

You may have to trim the length of the steering arms and or tie rod ends accordingly.

Step 7 (NEW)

Modifying the steering column. All of the components and instructions can be made available for your kit for you to modify and fit for your Baja Bug or Thing. Please call for other applications.
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Call if you have any questions or if you run into any problems and we’ll get it worked out.

Pete Grandia / A-Arm Suspensions

(714) 785-6797

Or you can e-mail me at: pete@a-arm.com
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